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2015 RESEARCH DISSEMINATION CONFERENCE 
 Background 
The University of Malawi is pleased to announce that it will - hold-a Research Dissemination Conference from Wednesday 29th to Friday 31st July 2015 in Lilongwe at the Bingu International Conference Centre (BICC). The theme of the conference is “Linking Higher education to community needs”. 
Since attaining independence from Britain in 1964, Malawi has, through several development policy initiatives, endeavored to explore and exploit the possibilities inherent in her people and natural resources to achieve self-sustaining development. This is evident in the Malawi Vision 2020 which states that by the year 2020, Malawi as a God-fearing nation will be secure, democratically mature, environmentally sustainable, self-reliant with equal opportunities for and active participation by all, having social services, vibrant cultural and religious values and being a technologically driven middle-income economy.
This ambitious vision is complemented by the Malawi Growth and Development Strategy (MGDS II) spanning the period 2011 to 2016, which seeks to operationalize the 2020 Vision through continued reduction of poverty through sustainable economic growth and infrastructure development.” 
This calls for relevant contribution from higher education towards community aspirations and government goals. Worldwide, research in higher education offers a spectrum of opportunities for better and consistent holistic national development by facilitating evidence-based policy direction. Since independence, research in higher education has built bridges with Malawian and regional communities in the areas of health, humanities, science and technology, engineering and the built environment, commerce and industry, law, education, social sciences and in cross cutting issues. 
This research dissemination conference is one platform for demonstrating the research that higher education institutions in Malawi have thus far undertaken and for creating dialogue to further link higher education to community needs. There is hope that through higher education research output Malawi’s vision of becoming a middle-income technologically driven country can be attained to assure the current generation of a better tomorrow.
Objective of the conference 
The main objective of the conference is to enhance contribution of higher education towards the development agenda of the nation and the Malawian society.
Specifically the conference shall;
1. Contextualize information from research in higher education for development in Malawi,
2. Harness lessons from programme/project reviews to inform future national strategies,
3. Capture arguments from scholarly thought in relation to Malawi’s development agenda.
Organization of the Conference 
The Conference will comprise keynote papers, plenaries, exhibitions, oral and poster presentations. Oral presentations will be in parallel sessions and these will be categorized into the following tracks: Health, Humanities, Science & Technology, Engineering and the Built Environment, Commerce and Industry, Law, Education, Social Science, Research and Cross -Cutting issues. Each track is divided into a number of track categories outlined on the conference website www.unimardc.org.mw. 
Call for Abstracts 
Interested individuals and organizations are therefore invited to submit abstracts in line with the conference theme for consideration. 
We encourage work that introduces new ideas and conceptualizations, research and understandings to the field, as well as analysis of both success and failure. 
Please read the following guidelines carefully before submitting your abstract: 
Choosing a Track Category  
The track category is the general heading under which the abstract will be reviewed and later published in the conference printed matters, if accepted. The track category which best describes the subject of the abstract should be chosen. During the submission process, you will be asked to select one track category for your abstract. 
Format 
The Conference offers three options for abstract submission:  
Option 1:  Research Paper
Suited for research conducted in all disciplines. Abstracts submitted under the first option should contain concise statements of:  
Background: indicate the purpose and objective of the research, the hypothesis that was tested or a description of the problem being analyzed or evaluated.  
Methods: describe the study period / setting / location, study design, study population, data collection and methods of analysis used.  
Results: present as clearly and in as much detail as possible the findings / outcome of the study. Please summarize any specific results.  
Conclusions: explain the significance of your findings / outcomes of the study and future implications of the results.  
Option 2: Review Paper
Suited for lessons learned through programme, project or policy implementation or management. Abstracts submitted under the second option should contain concise statements of:  
Background: summarize the purpose, scope and objectives, of the programme, project or policy.  
Description: describe the programme, project or policy period / setting / location, the structure, key population (if applicable), activities and interventions undertaken in support of the programme, project or policy.  
Lessons learned: present as clearly and in as much detail as possible the findings / outcomes of the programme, project or policy; include an analysis or evaluation of lessons learned and best practices. Please summarize any specific results that support your lessons learned and best practices.  
Conclusions/Next steps: explain the significance of your findings / outcomes of the programme, project or policy and future implications of the results.  
Option 3: Concept paper
Suited for papers expounding on theory and thought processes. These shall be papers emanating from review of existing or emerging theories and scholarly discursive overviews through intelligent thought processes. Abstracts submitted under this option should contain concise statements of:
Foundation: summarize the theories/policies & or arguments, context and relevance of the theory/policy or arguments.  
Description: describe the theory and/or respective arguments in the schools of thought under review. Provide clearly reasoned arguments in support of one and against the other.  
Limitations and possible interventions: present as clearly and in as much detail as possible the limitations of the theory/school of thought/policy/argument in real life setting and possible interventions to such limitations.  
Conclusions: explain the significance of your arguments or review of theories for future implications.  
· All abstracts must meet the following specifications: 
Must be in English. 
Must be submitted electronically. 
Should be single-spaced in Arial font size 11 using Microsoft Word 97 or higher. 
Should not be more than 300 words in length 
Should not include tables, figures and references. 
Indicate clearly if you intend to do an oral or poster presentation. 
· It is the author’s responsibility to submit a correct abstract. Any errors in spelling, grammar or scientific fact in the abstract text will be reproduced as typed by the author. Abstract titles will be subject to a spell check if the abstract is selected for presentation. 
· Abstracts can only be submitted online via the conference profile on our website www.unimardc.org.mw; submissions by fax, post or email will not be considered.  
Please note that abstracts received later than 3rd October will not be considered. 
Abstract Review  
All submitted abstracts will go through a blind peer-review process carried out by an international reviewing committee. Each abstract will be reviewed by at least three reviewers.  
Abstract Selection  
The Technical Scientific Committee makes the final selection of abstracts to be included in the conference programme. Abstracts can be selected for oral presentation in oral abstract sessions or to be presented as a poster. A small number of highest-scoring posters are selected for presentation in oral poster discussion sessions, whereas majority of the posters will be displayed in the Poster Exhibition.  
Notification of Acceptance or Rejection to Corresponding Author  
Notification of acceptance or rejection will be sent to the submitting (corresponding) author by ?mid-April. Please note that only the corresponding author will receive mail concerning the abstract and is responsible for informing all co-authors of the status of the abstract. Authors whose abstracts have been accepted will receive instructions for the presentation of their abstract.  
Registration fees
The registration fees are as follows; Local author: K5000.00, International author: $100.00, UNIMA & Postgraduate student author: K2500.00, Undergraduate student author: K1500.00, 
Other UNIMA participants: K5000.00. The registration fee is inclusive for attendance of all sessions - & refreshments only. Participants will have to meet own costs for travel, board and lodge.
UNIMA authors
Board and lodge will be provided by the organizing committee for UNIMA authors upon acceptance of abstract and payment of the requisite registration fee.
Questions  
For technical questions regarding the abstract submission system, please contact the abstract support team at abstracts@unima2015.org 
- EXHIBITIONS -
The conference provides a great opportunity to the corporate world for business exhibitions. If you wish to show case your business products and/or services to participants, contact the local organizing committee on loc@unimardc.org.mw or (018……)
The fee for business exhibition is as follows;
Local business exhibitors
K100,000.00 (One hundred thousand Kwacha) for the whole conference period
International exhibitors
$500.00 (five hundred dollars) for the whole conference period 
DEADLINES 
	ABSTRACT/PAPER/POSTER/PAYMENT
	DATE

	Receipt of abstracts
	??????????

	Notification of acceptance of abstracts as oral or poster presentation
	????????????

	Deadline for submission of full paper
	??????????

	Payment in full
	??????????


ACCOMMODATION
(International delagates might need details of accommodation. For example, we could say:
There are many excellent hotels in close proximity to the Congress venue. Details will appear on the Registration forms as well as on the website. The contact person’s details will also be made available for any queries/information.
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